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A Sense of Jewish Symbols -24/7

This year | wanted to try to suggest ways of using Jewish symbols in an interactive and multi-
intelligence manner. Multi-intelligence, begins with the understanding that everyone learns
differently and for whatever you wish to teach, link your instructional objective to words,
numbers or logic, pictures, music, the body, social interactions, and/or personal experience. If you
can create activities that combine these intelligences in unique ways, so much the better. Howard
Gardner, credited with establishing the theory of multi-intelligences, defined eight areas of
concentration. They are: 1) Linguistic: the intelligence of words. 2) Logical-mathematical: the
intelligence of numbers and reasoning. 3) Spatial: the intelligence of pictures and images. 4)
Musical: the intelligence of tone, rhythm, and timbre. 5) Bodily-Kinesthetic: the intelligence of
the whole body and the hands.6) Interpersonal: the intelligence of social understanding. 7)
Intrapersonal: the intelligence of self-knowledge. 8) Naturalist: the intelligence of directly
relating information to one's natural surroundings. Jewish symbols are everywhere in the Jewish
classroom. We use them, we display them and we play with them. This year | want to do all of
those — but in a way that every child can appreciate and integrate them, in his/her own individual
and special way of learning.

Multi-Intelligence Integration Ideas
XX Create a “Jewish Museum Corner” of Jewish ritual objects and symbols that the
children can touch and play with. Older children can help you decide what might go in
the museum —a menorah? A shofar? A mezuzah? An Israeli flag? Add objects slowly
so that each can be acknowledged and appreciated. Children, with permission, might
want to share objects from home, as “temporary exhibits”.
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The Symbol — the outward expression of the inward signification-
should above all charm the senses by and for itself. Heine
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