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Multi-Intelligence Integration Ideas 
����There are so many things that can be done! You can have  
a mezuzah scavenger hunt, counting the numbers in the  
building, or discovering them based on a descriptive clue.   
Give the children notebooks so that they can draw what they  
find or keep track of the numbers in some way (a mark or a  
sticker).  (By the way - can the children reach the mezuzot on  
the classroom doors?) 
����I like the idea of collecting natural materials such as  
 hollow sticks, shells, etc. and letting the children create their own mezuzah case.  It is what is 
inside that matters, but the outside can be God’s creation as well as their own. 
����I just received a new book from Kar-Ben Publishing by Amy Melzer titled, a Mezuzah on the 
Door.  It is a lovely way to look at a mezuzah practically, emotionally, as well as spiritually and 
ritually.  There are other books about mezuzot that are also beloved and appropriate.  There is 
also a great folktale of a rabbi and a king and mezuzah, where the rabbi learns that the beauty of 
the mezuzah is on the inside, in the words that are found on the klaf.  This one is great for drama!  

HEBREW VOCABULARY 

v¨eh¦J±b / NE-SHI-KAH/ KISS      ,
k¤s/ DEL-ET/ DOOR �g«C§e�k/LIK-BO-AH/TO AFFIX/ 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information: 
Susan Remick Topek - Director, SAJES Early Childhood & Library Services 
777 Larkfield Road / Commack, NY 11725 / 631-462-8600   
srtopek@sajes.org/www.sajes.org 
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Although many people think that when we say “Mezuzah” we are talking about the case that found on Jewish 
doorways, we are actually talking about the klaf or parchment which is found inside the case.      
The mitzvah to place mezuzot on the doorposts of our houses is derived from Deuteronomy 6:4-9, a passage 
commonly known as the Shema.  In that passage, God commands us to keep those words constantly in our 
minds and in our hearts, by writing them on the doorposts of our house. The words of the Shema are written 
on a tiny scroll of parchment (the klaf), along with the words of a passage from Deuteronomy (11:13-21). On 
the back of the scroll, a name of God is written. The scroll is then rolled up and placed in the case, so that the 
first letter of the Name (the letter Shin) is visible.  Sometimes the letter Shin is written on the outside of the 
case.  The case and scroll are then nailed or affixed to the right side doorpost on an angle, in a small ceremony 
called Chanukkat Ha-Bayit or dedication of the house. (For the blessing see this site: Judaism 101: Affixing a 
Mezuzah)The mezuzah is affixed at an angle because the rabbis could not decide whether it should be placed 
horizontally or vertically, so they compromised! Every time you pass through a door with a mezuzah on it, you 
are supposed to touch the mezuzah and then kiss the fingers that touched it, expressing love and respect for 
God  and reminding yourself of the mitzvot contained within.  

“Consecration of the Jewish home as a temple of God…is the aim of mezuzah…” 
S.R. Hirsch 
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