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A Sense of Jewish Symbols 24/7 B SRV

for the Early Childhood & Primary School Classroom
A weekly idea from SAJES Dept. of Early Childhood Education
Week of November 4 -9, 2007 / Cheshvan 23 - 28, 5768

Jewish Symbols -24/7 Mezuzah

Although many people think that when we say “Mezuzah” we are talking about the case that found on Jewish
doorways, we are actually talking about the klaf or parchment which is found inside the case.

The mitzvah to place mezuzot on the doorposts of our houses is derived from Deuteronomy 6:4-9, a passage
commonly known as the Shema. In that passage, God commands us to keep those words constantly in our
minds and in our hearts, by writing them on the doorposts of our house. The words of the Shema are written
on a tiny scroll of parchment (the klaf), along with the words of a passage from Deuteronomy (11:13-21). On
the back of the scroll, a name of God is written. The scroll is then rolled up and placed in the case, so that the
first letter of the Name (the letter Shin) is visible. Sometimes the letter Shin is written on the outside of the
case. The case and scroll are then nailed or affixed to the right side doorpost on an angle, in a small ceremony
called Chanukkat Ha-Bayit or dedication of the house. (For the blessing see this site: Judaism 101: Affixing a
Mezuzah)The mezuzah is affixed at an angle because the rabbis could not decide whether it should be placed
horizontally or vertically, so they compromised! Every time you pass through a door with a mezuzah on it, you
are supposed to touch the mezuzah and then kiss the fingers that touched it, expressing love and respect for
God and reminding yourself of the mitzvot contained within.

“Consecration of the Jewish home as a temple of God...is the aim of mezuzah...”
S.R. Hirsch
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The Symbol: the outward expression of the inward signification-
should above all charm the senses by and for itself. Heine

For further information:
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